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Statement made in the discussion at the on-line ECA meeting (7 Oct 2020) 
 
It was clear from Halvart’s presentation at this meeting that some ECA countries may have problems 
with achieving the freeze of HFC consumption in 2024. The substantial question is : Are the measures 
required by the Montreal Protocol and Multilateral Fund (licensing HFC imports and exports, HFC 
import quotas and reporting on HFC imports/exports) enough to ensure that first the freeze will be 
reached and then smooth HFC phase down will proceed according to the schedule established in Kigali 
Amendment? The answer to this question is :  No, definitely establishing additional provisions related 
to HFC use must be introduced in the national legislation. What are these provisions? Some were 
already mentioned by Barbara and Arno, like placing on the market bans of specific products and 
equipment containing and relying on specific HFCs and use bans for specific applications of specific 
HFCs (use = manufacturing/filling/refilling/servicing of equipment with HFCs as well as applying HFCs 
in any processes, e.g. production of foams or pre-blended polyols, aerosols, solvent uses, etc.), 
mandatory leakage checks.  
 
However, it is also very important to introduce measures necessary to monitor implementation of such 
provisions, at least registration of and optionally reporting by  HFC users and also importers/exporters 
of products and equipment containing HFCs. Inventory of HFC-containing equipment will also be very 
useful. In order to implement these measures in Poland we established two electronic databases in 
2015. These databases are : Central Register of Equipment Operators where owners of equipment 
containing 5 tons of CO2 eq of HFCs keep logbooks and make records of any activities conducted on 
that equipment, in particular leakage checks and Central Database of Reports where 
importers/exporters of HFCs in the bulk and in products and equipment, users of HFCs and entities 
that recover/recycle/reclaim/destroy HFCs report annually on HFC quantities imported/exported, 
used, purchased/sold, stored and recovered/recycled/reclaimed/destroyed in that year. We found 
establishment of these databases extremely useful for analysing the status of actual HFC use in the 
country and on that basis creating the national HFC policy. 
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